Roald Dahl Touches Jessica Mitford On The Arm by Robinson, Elizabeth
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 40
Issue 2 Fall Article 37
2010
Roald Dahl Touches Jessica Mitford On The Arm
Elizabeth Robinson
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Robinson, Elizabeth. "Roald Dahl Touches Jessica Mitford On The Arm." The Iowa Review 40.2 (2010): 179-179. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.6923
ROALD DAHL TOUCHES JESSICA MITFORD ON THE ARM. 
One day the child is there, and then he?or she?is gone. 
Transparent in having arrived and disappeared. 
In the great roil, the secret language, of relations, we 
never account for this. 
The term for the head would be skull and inside the skull 
is a mind. But who can account for a thought? As for thinking, 
how like the mind is a peach, with the spigot we implant in it 
so that we may drain it of its fascisms, its excess of sweetness, 
all that we sometimes call "juice." 
Never speaking of this run-off again, we 
are buoyed above the fruits of ourselves, just as with all effort and progeny. 
The family of the journey: that is all. It is mute. 
Turning the tap on the mind so that its sugary excess runs off. 
Where the traveler sometimes disappears, unaccountably, or 
otherwise crashes into a great sea of nectar. 
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